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p- WASHINGTON (Ar) 
— The FBI lins opened lls 
files on tlio assassination 
of President John F. Ken- 
nedy but this so far lias 
not closed tlio ease on tuo 
14-yen r-old questions: 

Did Lee Harvey Oswald 
murder the President on his 
own? Anddf so, yhy? 

X A preliminary reading of 
the files, released yesterday, 
does not refute the Warren 
Commission conclusion that 
Oswald acted Independently. 

What does emerge from 
the 4t), 001 pages from* the 
FBI’s records— another 40,- 
000 arc to be released In 
January — Is a sharpened pic- 
ture of the frantic days fol- 
lowing Kennedy’s murder In 
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Dallas on Nov. 22, 1003. 

They show that: ' 

• Within two hours of tfib ‘ 
President's death, FBI Direc- 
tor J. Edgar Hoover believed 
the crime was committed by 
Oswald, whom he called "a 
mean-minded Individual . j 
In the category of a nut.” 

• Almost as quickly, bur- 

eau agents began a hunt of 
unprecedented ntngnltude, 

running down thousands of 
loAds ranging’ from reports 
of a Castro-lrtsplred plot to 
threatening graffiti on lav^ 
tory walls. •• . t# 

FLObn i)F TIPS 
• f : Hoover presided over the; 
Investigation,' urging speed 
yet thoroughness by his 
og-ents , ■ 

The half-ton of files gSve’ 
a vivid portrait- of a nation 
suddenly gone mad. Hunt 
dreds — * thousands — df 
Americans said they had 
seen or talked with Oswald 
In almost evOry port of the 
country* u * 

CASTRO SUSPECT »,, 
Ageirt s doggedly fan down 
all such lends. All too often 

ended In a blind — not 
Infrequently, a blind drunk 
—alley. . . 

More serious paths led 
toward Fidel Castro, Com- 
munist leader, of Cuba. The 
FBT obtained .a letter from 
Havana in Oswald mention- 
ing money payments and 
Oswald’s ability to shoot out 
a candle at 50 meters. 


The letter whs dated Nov. 
10, 1063, but was postmark- 
ed six days of ter the assas- 
sination. The FBI decided It 
was the work of a crania 
But Hoover wrote at t he 
time “ns to whether he (Os- 
wald) was the only man giv- 
es me great concern.” 
QUOTES AT SCENE 
• As to a connection be- 
tween Oswald and Ruby the 
FBI director said in the same* 
letter that “while I think 
there was no connection . . . 

I did not want the report to 
be 100 per cent sure on 
that.” 

The files disclose no major 
discrepancies with the War- 
ren Commission report, which 
drew extensively from them. 
But they contain harrowing 
vignettes. 

Mrs. John B. Connally, a 
pns&enger In the death car 
whose husband, the Texas 
governor, was seriously 
wounded, thought the auto 
was hit by buckshot. Then 
she realized It was brain 
matter. 

“They've killed Jack,” cried 
Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy, the 
President’s wife. "His brains 
are In my hand." 
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Moments before the second 
of two shots hit him, the 
President said: “Get me to 
a hospital,” his last words, 
t The worry that Oswald 
might have had accomplices 
also troubled Hoover who 
wrote his aides Dec. 12, 1903: 

'5 personally believe Os- 
wald was the assssln; that 
tber second aspect as to 
.whether he was the only man 
gives me great concern." 
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